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Today’s weather

Mostly sunny

High 56

Low 43

Forecast
Don’t let the nice weather today fool any of you. The rest of 

the week promises to be anything but dry. Plan for a continued 
chance of rain through next Wednesday. Spring is close folks; 

don’t fall off the weather wagon just yet!

Alex Neigher, atmospheric science major
Aggie Forecasting Team

Chance of rain Chance of rain

Saturday

High 57

Low 45

Friday

High 55

Low 42

Late the other night I bought tamales out 
of a cooler in some Mexican lady’s van in 
the parking lot of the Dixon Wal-Mart for 

$1.50 each. Great study snack!

Jeremy Ogul

By KYLE SPORLEDER
Aggie Staff Writer 

On Mar. 11, executive-race vic-
tors Jack Zwald and Previn Witana 
will begin addressing student con-
cerns as they assume their new 
roles as ASUCD president and vice 
president. 

Current ASUCD President Joe 
Chatham  and Vice President Chris 
Dietrich are expected to present 
certificates of election to Zwald 
and Witana at the beginning of the 
last ASUCD Senate meeting of the 
quarter.

Running under the Leadership, 
Empowerment, Activism and 
Determination slate in the re-
cent winter 2010 ASUCD elec-
tion, Zwald and Witana secured a 
win for the presidency by a mar-
gin of 3.6 percent, beating out 
close competition by JAM’s Sergio 
Blanco and Vishakha Patel. Of the 
3,452 ballots cast for the presi-
dential election, the LEAD ticket 
received 1,678 — or 51.8 percent 
of the vote — while the JAM ticket 
garnered 48.2 percent.

With the elections over, the pair 
pledged to remain true to the plat-
forms they ran on.

“We made promises and we’ll 
remember them,” Zwald said. “We 
haven’t forgotten what we told stu-
dents we would do for them.”

Zwald, a junior international re-
lations major, and Witana, a senior 
cell biology major, are looking to-
ward the future and are set to meet 
with incumbents Chatham and 
Dietrich as their transitional peri-
od nears an end.

Aside from their campaign 
stance, Zwald and Witana seek 
to bring institutional reform to 
ASUCD student government in 
hopes of achieving greater ac-
countability of its elected officials.

“We can talk a good game,” 
Witana said. “But we also want to 
[play] a good game. We want to 
bring some good feelings back to 
this institution and give students 
more hope and trust in their [stu-
dent] government.”

Upon taking office, the pair is 
poised to get straight to work.

 One of their primary platforms 
during the campaign was to in-
crease student retention rates. An 
integral way they intend to accom-
plish that is through a reduction in 
minimum progress requirements 
from 13 to 12 units.
 According to Zwald, UC Davis 
used to have a minimum progress 
threshold of 12 units in place until 
2006 when the policy was changed. 
Hoping for tangible achievements 
on this priority by next fall, Zwald 
and Witana will be meeting with 
Fred Wood, vice chancellor of stu-
dent affairs, and Patricia Turner, 
vice provost of undergraduate 
studies, this Friday.
 Another method that Zwald and 
Witana hope will ensure students 
remain at UC Davis is their expan-
sion of tutoring programs. They 
are both seeking to acquire corpo-
rate sponsorships to help fund the 
services provided by the Learning 
Language Center, as well as search-
ing for faculty and administrators 
to participate in their opt-in vol-
unteer tutoring program.
 Other priorities include elim-
inating budget waste through 
telecommunication reform, pro-
tecting the environment by re-
vamping the inefficient sprinkler 

system, maximizing entertain-
ment options with concerts and 
movie screenings on the quad, 
attaining UC Student Association 
(UCSA) privileges without UCSA 
membership and increasing bud-
get transparency.
 However, despite the execu-
tive team’s concrete plans for their 
term, some still have concerns 
about their approach to the job.
 Sophomore managerial eco-
nomics major Leslie Liao weighed 
in on the feasibility and value of 
some of Zwald and Witana’s goals.
 “The reduction from 13 to 12 
units is a great idea,” Liao said. 
“Some of these one-unit classes 
throw a curveball into the orga-
nization of your schedule, [while] 
another four-unit class can be 
too much. That’s something I can 
support.”
 However, Liao questioned how 
many more of their promises will 
come to fruition. 
 “It’s commonplace in politics to 
make promises you can’t achieve,” he 
said. “It feels like some of these pro-
posed policies were just shotgunned 
out in an attempt to pull more votes 
instead of actually [developing] a 

By LAUREN STEUSSY and 

LESLIE TSAN
Aggie Campus Editor and Aggie 

Staff Writer

Nearly 30 students 
marched to Mrak Hall yes-
terday in protest of the dis-
criminatory acts present on 
the UC Davis campus. 

The protest was met with 
news from UC Davis police 
that three swastikas had been 
found spray painted on cam-
pus — one on the centen-
nial circle in the quad, one 
on the Social Sciences and 
Humanities building and one 
on the UC Davis sign facing 
A Street. Police removed the 
graffiti immediately after they 
received word of its presence.

“This is ridiculous,” said 
Osahon Ekhator, ASUCD sen-
ator present at the protest. 
“It’s 2010 in the University of 
California system and there’s 
still so much intolerance and 
inaction.”

The protest started at 11:30 
a.m. in front of the MU, where 
students gathered around stu-
dent Mohamed Buzayan as 
he called out to UC Davis stu-
dents through a megaphone 
asking that they stand in sol-
idarity with those affected by 
the recent incidents of hate 
crimes on UC campuses, in-
cluding the swastikas on cam-
pus and the derogatory graffiti 
on the LGBT Resource Center. 

“Join us as we march against 
discrimination and hate,” said 
Buzayan, a sophomore civ-
il engineering major.  “Don’t 
wait until you become the next 
victim.”

Davis City Councilmember 
Don Saylor was present at the 

protest and voiced his support 
and admiration for students 
present. 
 Students then marched to 
Mrak Hall, where a list of de-
mands was produced and sent 
to Chancellor Linda Katehi. 
The demands were similar 
to those made by the Black 
Student Union at UCSD, but 

more targeted toward all mi-
norities in the community, 
Buzayan said. He added that 
a constructive step adminis-
trators could take would be to 
communicate more with mi-
nority students. 
 Although the turnout for the 

By ANGELA SWARTZ
Aggie Staff Writer

Fewer teens are becom-
ing young mothers, as births 
by teenage mothers have 
dropped to a record low in 
California. 

In 2008, the rate of births 
among mothers ages 15 to 19 
was 35.2 for every 1,000 fe-
males, a decline from 37.1 in 
2007 and lower than ever be-
fore. In California, 51,704 ba-
bies were born to teen moth-
ers in 2008, according to the 
California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH). 

“While the continuing de-
cline in the teen birth rate is 
encouraging and welcome 
news, teen pregnancy re-
mains a public health chal-
lenge,” CDPH director Dr. 

Mark Horton said in a Feb. 22 
press release.
 In 2008, there were 218 teen 
pregnancies in Yolo County, 
actually increased from 2007 
of 0.1 percent. Yolo’s teen 
birth rate is 21.9, still below 
the statewide rate.
 Since 1991, California has 
experienced a decline in teen 
births. The teen birth rate 
in 1991 was 70.9, more than 
twice as high as the most re-
cent rate.
 During the last 10 years, 
birth rates decreased among 
both younger and older teens. 
For teens ages 15 to 17, the 
rate declined 39 percent from 
31.1 in 1998 to 19.1 in 2008. 
The birth rate in the age group 
18-19 years dropped 27 per-
cent from 81.9 in 1998 to 59.6 
in 2008.

 Norma Arceo, a CDPH 
spokesperson, said California’s 
teen birth rates have fall-
en due to significant invest-
ments in teen pregnancy pre-
vention programs and servic-
es, including the Community 
Challenge Grant Program, the 
Information and Education 
Program and the Family PACT 
(Planning, Access, Care and 
Treatment) Program. 
 “California has continu-
ously declined federal fund-
ing for abstinence-only edu-
cation and supports preven-
tion strategies that include 
abstinence education in con-
junction with age-appropri-
ate, bias-free, factual infor-
mation that is medically ac-
curate and objective,” Arceo 

By LESLIE TSAN
Aggie Staff Writer

 ASUCD President Joe Chatham and 
Vice President Chris Dietrich came into 
office amid controversy over their slim 
margin of victory.
 With their successors also assuming 
the reins of government after a disput-
ed election, the two leaders felt they ac-
complished much in their term in light 
of this and other crises that came to de-
fine their presidency. 
 Chatham and Dietrich were elect-
ed with the second largest voter-turn-
out in Aggie history. But they also defeat-
ed L.E.A.D. candidates Lula Ahmed-Falol 
and Rebecca Schwartz by a mere 13 votes. 
The close election convinced them to not 
take their offices for granted.
 “I knew it could have easily gone the 
other way,” said Dietrich, a senior po-
litical science major. “So I really had to 
work at it, give it my all because some-
how — I’m here. It was a motivator for 
me.”

 Running as independents, Chatham 
and Dietrich, campaigned on a plat-
form with objectives such as improv-
ing campus bike infrastructure and safe-
ty, committing resources to sustainabili-
ty, strengthening student advocacy and 
balancing the budget.
 In a year wracked with budget cuts, 
both Chatham and Dietrich believed 
they accomplished many of their goals. 
 Chatham said he was particularly 
proud of his efforts in strengthening stu-
dent advocacy, such as expanding the 
activities and resources of Lobby Corps, 
which recruits students to promote cam-
pus issues to university and state gov-
ernment officials.  
 “We knew that it [advocacy] would be 
an important thing this year,” Chatham 
said. “They’ve been expanding and very 
active at both the state, university level 
and also at the city level.”
 Dietrich was proud of his work on ex-
panding covered bike parking to the 

Chatham, Dietrich
 take a seat…

Outgoing ASUCD President and Vice President assess the term 

Deeba Yavrom / Aggie

ASUCD President Joe Chatham and Vice President Chris Dietrich took office after a 
close race in 2009 — only 13 votes separated them from the next candidates.

 …as Zwald, Witana, step to the plate
New leadership will strive to honor campaign promises

Jeff Perry / Aggie

Jack Zwald celebrates after hearing the results of the 2010 ASUCD 
presidential election, which he and Previn Witana won on the LEAD ticket.

Student protest results in demands 
for equality

Anti-hate demonstration motivated by hate crimes

courtesy of  Lauren Steussy

Sophomore Mohamed Buzayan reads a list of demands to student 
protestors in a gathering at Mrak Hall in support of underrepresented 
students after the rash of hate crimes hit UC campuses.

Teen pregnancy rates fall across the state 

Yolo’s rate increases, yet is still below statewide average 

Ask Annette
Students’ safety questions answered by UC Davis Police Chief Annette Spicuzza

Q: Is there a speed limit for 
bicycling?

A: Good question. Speed, wheth-
er in a car or on a bike, is impor-
tant to know.  As for on our cam-
pus, surprisingly, we have a speed 
limit for bikes.  In the core of cam-
pus and on all bike paths it is 15 
MPH.  In parking lots the speed 
limit is 10 MPH.  Now, you are prob-
ably wondering, how would any-
one know how fast you were going?  
Easy.  We can “pace” you or use our 
radar/lidar technology.  Now you wonder, 
what is pacing?  Well, this is when one vehi-
cle, ours, drives exactly in sync with you on 
your bike … the speedometer in the vehi-
cle will then show how fast the vehicle is go-
ing, and thus, how fast the bike is traveling.  
As for the radar/lidar technology … well, 

this is a tool all police agencies uti-
lize to record one’s speed.  I’m sure 
you’ve all seen one.  Though, there 
is a very easy way to tell if you’re go-
ing beyond the speed limit … are 
you standing up and continually 
pedaling?  If so, you are more than 
likely going above the speed lim-
it.  Here’s even a better test … did 
you just pass a moving (police) car?  
Remember whether you are driving 
a car or pedaling a bicycle, you are 
responsible for not only your safety, 
but for those around you.  So, ease 

off the pedals and coast awhile.  For more 
information, go to the TAPS website and re-
view the Traffic and Parking Code, Section 
8.04-Excessive Speed.

Got a question for the chief? E-mail it to 
campus@theaggie.org.

Annette Spicuzza

police chief

See CHATHAM, page 4 See ZWALD, page 2

See PROTEST, page 2

See PREGNANCY, page 2



T
he arboretum. As you may 
know, it won two Best of 
Davis awards this year — 

most picturesque and best place 
to take a date, if memory serves 
me correctly. Right on.
 Friday night found me and 
some friends strolling around 
in the arboretum with a few 
road sodas and a pleasant state 
of mind. We went out walking 
mainly because we weren’t feel-
ing the bar scene, and we’d al-
ready logged a pretty good 
chunk of time sitting around 
watching Conan the Barbarian. 
(Props if you can tell me what is 
best in life.) 
 Anyway, we 
figured it’d do 
us good to get 
into the great 
outdoors and 
amble around, 
take in some of the crisp winter/
spring night air.
 We were on foot, as strolling 
and ambling suggests. Normally, 
I’m adamantly against going 
anywhere in Davis without my 
bike. I’ll turn down rides and 
bike to meet up with friends just 
in case I ... I dunno, just in case I 
need to bike somewhere. 
 Maybe it’s my yearning to 
live in the Arizona Territory in 
1881 so I can ride around with 
Doc Holiday, but I feel a man 
shouldn’t be caught without his 
bike or horse. (Don’t worry. I 
rarely carry a six-shooter.) Well, 
I’ll tell you now, it was a lot of fun 
walking along that lovely green 
cesspool of a river and wander-
ing into the southern territories 
of the UC Davis campus. 
 I discovered that there are 
a lot of cool buildings around 
campus that I never see. The 
Mondavi Center looks awesome 
at night. So do the water tow-
ers — even the mathematics 
building. In fact, I was really im-
pressed by the math building, 
and for a brief instant, I won-
dered if I should try to take a 
class there. I then remembered 
that I’m an English major and I 
have the math skills of a troglo-

dyte. (Ask the guys I live with. I 
don’t do numbers.)
 English majors are pretty 
much confined to Wellman and 
Olson. I spend a fair amount of 
time in Voorhies, too. Nice build-
ings, sure, but they’re nothing 
more than little concrete bun-
kers. Whenever I go into Olson, 
I wonder if I’m going in to try 
to learn something or to pro-
tect myself from an aerial raid. (I 
was about to make a joke about 
blackout curtains from WWII 
and the regular blacking out, but 
I got nothing.)
 When I was in the arboretum, 
I was also without a cell phone. 
Let me take a second to describe 
my phone to you: It has no touch 
screen or keyboard, only some 
chipped plastic and a really short 
battery life. Honestly, every time 
I make a call longer than five 
minutes, I lose one of those little 
slices of battery power at the top 
of my screen.
 Anyway, my phone died 
Friday night. I was incommuni-
cado — and it was great, too. I 
know a lot of you out there have 

cool phones 
that can play 
Tetris and get 
to porn sites or 
whatever, but 
next time you’re 
out and about, 

turn your phone off or maybe 
leave it at home. I know that will 
be tough for all you CrackBerry 
addicts, but give it a try. 
 It’s quite liberating. You don’t 
have to worry about work, your 
douchebag friends or that girl 
you’re trying to get with calling. 
You don’t have to worry about 
anything. Not a call from the 
chief of police asking for your 
help in a sting operation or text 
message clues from crafty seri-
al killers. No e-mails from the in-
ternational space station report-
ing the approach of an apoca-
lyptic extraterrestrial war party. 
Not having access to that broad 
universe that we’re always so 
plugged into puts you very much 
in the moment.
 Give it a try. Run around 
Davis with some friends, howl 
at the moon, check out that 
math building and leave your 
cell phone at home. When I got 
home and plugged back in to 
the matrix, no one had called me 
anyway.

WILL LONG delivered some plants to the 

chancellor’s gig at the Conference Center on 

Tuesday. If you’re the girl from Freeborn he 

was talking to, hit him up at wclong@ucdavis.

edu. He has something to tell you.

E
verybody has that one lit-
tle quirk (or six). One of 
my friends is convinced 

that high roofs will crash down 
and fall on her — and, there-
fore, is weirdly claustropho-
bic in food courts at malls. 
Another is completely freaked 
out by feet.
 My thing is I don’t general-
ly appreciate it when people 
ask what my ethnicity is upon 
or before even meeting me. 
I’m biracial — I’m like an ear-
ly-generation 
Prius or a Brass 
Monkey be-
cause no one 
should have 
to choose be-
tween vodka 
and rum.
 Maybe this hang-up sounds 
dumb, but the reason is it hap-
pens all the time. People can 
get pretty weird about it. Last 
year in the library, some ran-
dom guy came over and more 
or less demanded to know 
what I am. He then stormed 
off, declaring that I was “hella 
rude” when I countered that it 
shouldn’t matter.
 Another guy came over and 
asked my friend the same thing 
while she was literally on a 
treadmill at the ARC. The rea-
son why they want to know is a 
large part of interpreting the in-
tent behind such a question. It 
could be innocent curiosity, but 
if you’re ever so curious about 
someone you don’t know, at 
least try to exercise a little tact.
 There are people out there 
who care more about a strang-
er’s heritage than their first 
name. Sad, but c’est la vie. It’s 
not that I’m immensely touchy 
about my ethnicity. As far as 
I’m concerned, I was born with 
just enough common sense 
to refrain from purchasing a 
Bump-it — and, thank God, a 
liver that will get me through 
the rest of college or at least 
houseboats. (Where I hopeful-
ly won’t be sliced and diced by 
the propeller under my boat 
like julienne fries).  
 Maybe people see ethnici-
ty as vital information when 
drawing assumptions about 
you. If you knew what my par-
ents look like, you might as-
sume that I get good grades 
and roll like a boss on the bad-
minton court. Neither of those 
things is true.
 While ethnicity serves the 
purpose of providing people 

with a sense of identity, it also 
introduces the notion of seg-
regation. Ethnic pride can be 
a good thing that can also, un-
fortunately, become a very bad 
thing when its ideas are taken 
too far. There is a fine line that 
must be walked between the 
two ends of the spectrum, and 
it’s often tricky.
 Though most are probably 
aware of Obama’s multi-ethnic 
heritage, they choose to con-
veniently ignore it. He’s fre-
quently categorized into a sin-
gle race box based on the color 
of his skin. Pop culture would 
have you believing Jessica Alba 
is Mexican and Alexis Bledel is 
Caucasian. I’m sure there are a 
variety of reasons why people 
so often like to think of others 
in terms of race — it could be 
laziness or simple hesitation 
to defy what social constructs 
you were raised to echo.
 That said, there’s no reason 
to act surprised when some-
one doesn’t fit into your pre-
conceived notion of what 
they should be based on what 

you’ve been 
told or led to 
believe. I’ve 
encountered 
people in my 
life who re-
fuse to be-

lieve that I am what I say I am. 
Oftentimes they’ll flat-out tell 
me that I don’t look like it. I 
don’t know what to say. Should 
I apologize for the fact that the 
old parental units didn’t man-
ufacture me to look exactly 
like the girl from Smallville? It’s 
more or less inevitable that the 
production rate of mixed kids 
is only gonna go up, so those 
boxes asking you to “please 
check one” should disappa-
rate like Bellatrix Lestrange. 
Because they’re stupid.
 I can’t say I know what it 
feels like to be discriminated 
against, because as far as my 
observations carry me, I’ve al-
ways been given a fair enough 
turn in life. I’m not a fan of un-
necessary bitching, but this is 
meant to be more of a reflec-
tive spiel than a frenzied soap-
box rant. 
 Instead of trying to ethni-
cally analyze people you don’t 
know, people should focus 
more on making the world a 
better place. Figure out how we 
can make sure every stray cat in 
Davis has a place to call home. 
Figure out how we can get that 
one girl in everyone’s commu-
nication class to stop trying 
to relate every lecture topic to 
her family’s 2004 fishing trip. 
Figure out how we can make 
sure Sean Paul is never heard 
on American radio again. 
 I leave you now with a quote 
from the one and only Derek 
Zoolander: “Who cares what 
color someone’s skin is, as long 
as they’re really, really, really 
good looking?” 

MICHELLE RICK should have written this 

during Mixed Heritage Week, but she didn’t. 

She can be reached at marick@ucdavis.edu.
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TODAY

Student California Teachers 

Association Meeting
Noon to 1 p.m.

174 School of Education Building

Learn how you can be a part of the student 

teachers association.

Biomedical Engineering Seminar
4 p.m.

1005 Genome and Biomedical Science 

Facility

The department of biomedical engineering 

is hosting Dr. Frank Yin from Washington 

University as he speaks on the responses of 

cells to mechanical stimuli.

Education Abroad Program Study 

Abroad Deadline
5 p.m.

Education Abroad Center, Third and A streets

Deadline to submit your EAP study abroad 

application to go on select programs in Ghana, 

Hungary, Israel, Italy, Korea, Mexico, Thailand, 

Turkey, U.K. or Vietnam next summer, fall or 

for the year.

Students for Nichiren Buddhism
8 p.m.

101 Olson

Learn about this Buddhist philosophy as they 

discuss issues of daily importance. This week 

will include discussing Gohonzon, the center 

of Nichiren Buddhism!

FRIDAY

Folk Music Jam Session
Noon to 1 p.m.

Wyatt Deck, Old Davis Road

Pull out your fiddles, guitars, mandolins and 

penny whistles for this informal acoustic jam 

session over the lunch hour!

Brinner and a Movie
7:30 p.m.

180 Community Center Building, The Colleges 

at La Rue

The Leaders in Service present a pancake 

feed to raise funds for the Food Bank of Yolo 

County with all you can eat pancakes for $3 

at the door.

SUNDAY

Strides for Change 5K Race 

Fundraiser
9 a.m. to noon

Community Park Fields

Race against poverty! Run in this race to support 

the UC Davis chapter of Nourish International 

fund their international development project in 

the Dominican Republic.

Arboretum Guided Tour: Spring 

Preview in the Nursery
2 p.m.

Arboretum Teaching Nursery, Garrod Drive

Attend these new demonstration plantings to 

figure out which plants you should add to your 

own garden!

FASHIONATION 2010 Charity Fashion 

Show
7:15 p.m.

The Davis Graduate

Help out the Student Fashion Association by 

attending their charity fashion show! You can 

buy tickets for $5 presale at 129 Everson or 

at the Memorial Union from noon to 2 p.m. if 

it isn’t raining.

MONDAY

Project Compost
6 p.m.

43 Memorial Union

Attend the Project Compost volunteer meetings 

and learn how you can help them divert organic 

waste around a campus.

Davis College Republicans Meeting
7 p.m.

176 Everson

Join the DCR as they host guest speaker 

Aryeh Green who will speak about civil rights 

issues in the Middle East.

To receive placement in the AGGIE DAILY 

CALENDAR, e-mail dailycal@theaggie.org or 

stop by 25 Lower Freeborn by noon the day prior 

to your event. Due to space constraints, all event 

descriptions are subject to editing, and priority 

will be given to events that are free of charge 

and geared toward the campus community.
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said. “Working in partner-
ship with federal, state and 
local government, and com-
munity based organizations, 
teen pregnancy prevention 
efforts have resulted in the 
decrease.”
 Hispanic teens continue to 
have the highest birth rate. 
In 2008, however, the rate de-
clined to 56.9 from a rate of 
61.9 in 2007. African American 
teens had the second high-
est birth rate at 39.9, followed 
by Native American, 27.1; 
White, 13.1, and Asian/Pacific 
Islander, 9.6. Teens who re-
ported multiple races had a 
birth rate of 29.0 in 2008.
 According to 2005 research 
done by the non-profit Child 
Trends group, one quarter of 
Hispanics will give birth be-
fore age 20. Contraceptive 
use among Hispanics is rela-
tively low and there is a ten-
dency among Hispanic teens 
to hold less negative views of 
teen pregnancy than teens in 
the overall population. 
 Izabelle Ponce of the Yolo 
County Resource Center be-
lieves a possible reason for 
Hispanics’ high rate is that 

the subject of sex is not of-
ten talked about between 
parents and their children in 
Hispanic culture. 
 Ponce, who helps run a 
teen pregnancy prevention 
campaign — the Woodland 
Coalition for Youth in 
Woodland, said the program 
has helped open the dialogue 
between parents and teens.
 Students in the Coalition 
created a 20-minute docu-
mentary called “Open Your 
Eyes” about teen pregnan-
cy, which debuted last year 
in Sacramento. The students 
give various presentations in 
which they show the film. 
 Mitzi Inouye, a Cal-Safe ed-
ucation program consultant 
at the California Department 
of Education, said the pro-
gram aims to prevent second-
ary pregnancies. 
 “If a student has been preg-
nant before, we try to help 
these girls stay in school,” 
Inouye said. “We don’t want 
these students to have to be 
responsible for another hu-
man being. They’re forced to 
grow up fast and have to give 
up some things normal teen-
agers do.” 

ANGELA SWARTZ can be reached city@
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workable agenda.”
 Liao’s primary concern was 
that the executive office would 
focus too much of their atten-
tion and resources on prob-
lems that were either not easi-
ly fixable or that should be low-
er in priority, such as entertain-
ment, preservation of the MU 
games area and environmental 
stewardship.
 Another of Liao’s criticisms 
was that pouring energy into 
the ASUCD university affairs 
unit in an attempt to reopen 
constructive dialogue between 
the UC regents and students 
would be counterproductive.
 ”We already have a dialogue 
with them,” he said. “Sure, it 
might voice our concerns in a 
less hostile voice, but so much 
depends on [the regents’] will-
ingness to work with us. If they 
listen, then great. Otherwise, 
people will get angry, assemble 
and they’ll protest.”
 Nevertheless, Witana re-
mains confident that they will 
have a successful term, so long 
as he and Zwald remember 
whom their job exists to serve.
 “We need to do things stu-
dents care about,” he said. 
“But you can only put so much 
Windex on the window. We’re 
here now and [the students will] 
tell us if we’re doing a good job 
or not. The campaign is over, 
now the hard part starts.”
 According to Zwald, they 
also intend to be accessible 
through an open door policy in 
which students can take their 
concerns directly to either the 
president or the vice presi-
dent. That accessibility com-
bined with flexibility, a reason-
able amount of work and areas 
to compensate for new poten-
tial challenges is their core ap-

proach to the term.
 ”We want to give students 
a government they deserve,” 
Zwald said. ”I wouldn’t have 
run if I didn’t think I’d be the 
best candidate. I’m trying to 
look out for the students and 
I’m just grateful to have oppor-
tunity to serve them again.”
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protest was relatively low, orga-
nizers were pleased with the in-
tentions of those who showed 
up. 
 “We just want people who 
care out here,” Buzayan said. 
“It doesn’t matter if there’s 
1,000 or just one.”
 Some students at the rally in 
Mrak held signs saying “Stand 
with the 11 in solidarity,” refer-
encing the 11 UC students ar-
rested at UC Irvine during the 
Israeli Ambassador to the U.S.’s 
speech last week.
 These students believed the 
arrests should be included in 
the string of recent hate crimes. 
They said action was taken un-
fairly and deliberately against 
these students. 
 “They were just speaking out 
politically, they didn’t threaten 

anyone and they left peaceful-
ly,” said Farah Refai, a first-year 
student present at the pro-
test yesterday. “Other students 
aren’t punished when they do 
things like that.”
 In the UC Davis students’ list 
of demands, the last demand 
addressed this concern.
 “We demand that the UC sys-
tem disciplines the UCI 11 in a 
manner that is fair and just with 
school code so that they will not 
strike fear into students who wish 
to voice opinion,” the list read.
 The UC students were cit-
ed with disrupting a public 
event, according to a UC Irvine 
spokesperson.  
 After the protest ended at 
approximately 12:30 p.m., stu-
dents dispersed, some ex-
pressed their concern for the 
hate crimes on KDVS.
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